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59:   TO MRS, RIEDER
April 5 [1913]                                                                     Carchemish
Dear Mrs. Rieder, This is only a scratch, provoked by your
second unanswered letter to me: the second arrived while I was
still wrestling with the linguistic problems of the first. Your
reproaches about duck-weights are vain: the little beast is in
Oxford, where my Mother (of all people to become dishonest)
has had a ring put in his eye, & him hung on a watchchain. I am
writing sternly, to insist on reparation being made.
Only you see, it will be 3 days before I have another chance
to write, and so you won't get your duck for a week more: I am
sorry for the mistake: I had pictured you to myself as sunning
yourself in the shadow of his quacking all this month at Berck:
where it must be very hot when it is hot.
I'm sorry to hear of the collapse at Jebail: Miss Holmes hasn't
corresponded with me since the stimulus of your example was
withdrawn.
As for Turkey, down with the Turks I1 But I am afraid there is,
not life, but stickiness in them yet. Their disappearance would
mean a chance for the Arabs, who were at any rate once not in-
capable of good government. One must debit them with algebra
though . . . Anatole France I am without at present, all but /'Etui
de Nacre, which is of course delightful, but too much in one vein:
so if you have any cheap paper-covered copy of him (paper-covers
are customs free) preferably with interleaved translation, vocabu-
lary & notes, I would be exceedingly grateful.
Let me hear how Harpenden2 goeth: it is so seldom one is
pleased with an expected pleasure. However there is always the
unforeseen turning up ... as I said yesterday when 18 Kurds,
mostly sheikhs &: tribal chiefs, turned up 5 minutes before
lunch: and I am alone these days, with Woolley in Aleppo getting
1 The first Balkan War had ended in April, but peace negotiations broke down.
The second Balkan War began on June 30, the Turks recaptured Adrianople on July 20,
Peace between the Balkan States was signed on August 10, and between Turkey and
Bulgaria on September 29.
a Mrs. Rieder had returned permanently to Europe and was in England. At the
beginning of 1913 she joined the staff of St. George's School, Harpenden, where she
taught languages.